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Warsaw memorandum on the status

of plant molecular biology programmes

and prospects in enlarged Europe

The European Commission (EC) and the

Member states (MSs) have recently under-

taken a number of initiatives to implement the

so-called “Lisbon Strategy” aimed at creating

a European Area as a tool for the develop-

ment of a research-based economy. The Re-

search and Trade Potential and human resour-

ces of the Acceding Countries (ACs) – when

appropriately valorized – could represent a

significant factor for such an outcome, par-

ticularly in the domain of excellence, com-

plementing the expertise of the MSs. One

such domain is plant molecular biology, a

relatively strong element in the ACs, where

agriculture is traditionally important. The

joint contribution of the plant science commu-

nity in the MCs and ACs could be important

for future advances of the European economy

facing the challenge of modern US agricul-

ture.

Agreeing with the identification of human

health as major priority in the R&D strategies

of the EU, we feel that the present structure

of the 6
th
 Framework Program limits the po-

tentials for plant sciences. The competi-

tiveness of European agriculture is universal

and success in solving crucial environmental

problems including adaptation to extreme cli-

matic conditions would urge immediate

actions from the EU to formulate a new vision

for the role of plant research. The new policy

can not neglect the importance of molecular

breeding for the future of European agricul-

ture and the significance of cultivars produced

by gene technology. The present public con-

cerns – if they do exist – in relation to com-

mercialization of GMO products is largely

generated by miss-information of public. Plant

scientists in the EU are ready to help educa-

tional programs to popularize the advantages

in the use of recombinant DNA technology to

improve crops.

We are convinced that the Community

should adopt an active, coordinating function

also in basic, academic science to insure suc-

cess in innovation and technology develop-

ment. In these attempts the prospective Euro-

pean Research Council can serve as an organi-

zation to support excellence also in plant

sciences.

Plant science is crucial for ensuring effi-

ciency and quality of contemporary food pro-

duction systems. Today as well as in the past

this system has had to be flexible enough to

absorb novel challenges of population growth,

climate changes and reduced water supply.

Overview of research going on in the Euro-

pean laboratories creates a number of ave-

nues of research to be explored in the field of

plant biology. This concerns biodiversity as

well as novel discoveries on plant gene regu-

lations, resistance to stresses (including water

shortage) and diseases. This clearly shows the

unexpected adaptive potential of plant sys-

tems, creating conditions for defining novel

trends in modern biology emphasising mole-

cular diagnostics and modern tools for sustain-

able and environmentally friendly agriculture.

Scientists from both MSs and ACs are

ready to participate in common efforts toward
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the development of a European strategy co-

vering plant sciences. Such an initiative, un-

der the authority of the EC advised by scien-

tific organizations as such as EMBO or EPSO

will be crucial for the contribution of the

European plant science sector towards achiev-

ing the Lisbon Summit objective for Europe

to be “the most competitive knowledge-based

economy in the world by 2010”.

On behalf of participants of the workshop on

“Plant Molecular Biology Programmes and

Prospects in Enlarged Europe”

Drafting group:

Prof. Atanas Atanassov

Prof. Michel Caboche

Prof. François Gros

Prof. Grażyna Muszyńska

Prof. Dierk Scheel

Prof. Anne-Lise Haenni

Prof. Denes Dudits

Prof. Andrzej Legocki

Prof. Włodzimierz Zagórski-Ostoja

Warsaw, November 23, 2003
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